











Average for both higher- and
lower-emissions scenarios

Lower-emissions scenarios
END OF CENTURY

. Higher-emissions scenarios

Shown here are the projected summer climate changes over this century for lllinois relative to existing average
summer temperature and precipitation found throughout the United States. For the higher-emissions case, the
Chicago Wilderness region would have a summer climate more like eastern Texas by the end of the century.

© Don Wuebbles and Katharine Hayhoe, reprinted with permission from The lllinois Steward magazine

2.Adapting to a Rapidly Changing Climate: Actions to Prepare
for Change and Promote Ecosystem-based Approaches

Adaptation actions are vital in making our natural areas resilient in the face of inevitable
climate change impacts that will compound current threats. Most of today’s conservation
efforts inherently help mitigate climate change and improve the health of our natural
areas. However, the success of all our past investments depends on our ability to
recognize and adapt to changing circumstances. The adaptation actions outlined in the
Plan encourage modifying existing approaches to consider climate-induced challenges
and include:

m assess the vulnerability of priority Chicago Wilderness terrestrial and
aquatic conservation targets to climate change;

m promote and maintain larger landscapes for biodiversity resiliency with
connectivity of green space;

m integrate stormwater management policy with information on how climate
change is expected to impact the region; and

m develop monitoring programs to evaluate adaptation strategies.

3.Creating a Climate for Change: Actions to Involve
Chicago Wilderness Members

A common language is needed among Chicago Wilderness conservation practitioners
that communicates the impacts and necessary actions needed to mitigate and adapt
to climate change. To do this, the Chicago Wilderness Climate Change Task Force will:

m establish a Climate Clinic program to engage conservation practitioners in
learning, thinking critically and applying knowledge of climate science to
natural area conservation;

m build on existing climate change education programs and tools for
educators; and

m use outcomes from mitigation actions to inform key decision makers of the
role land conservation plays in climate change action.

Integrated
Approach

The Chicago Wilderness
Climate Action Plan for Nature
establishes a framework to
help conservationists mitigate
future effects and anticipate
inevitable impacts of climate
change. As a society, it is not
only imperative that we
respond to climate change in
ways that will benefit human
communities, but that we also
do so in a way that does not
compromise the health of our
natural areas. This Plan is the
first to address issues of
biodiversity conservation and
climate change in the Chicago
region. Together with the
strong climate action currently
being undertaken by regional
municipalities and institutions,
the Climate Action Plan

for Nature creates a regional
approach that integrates
humans and nature. The
actions outlined in this Plan
will ensure our natural areas
continue to provide
invaluable benefits to society

in the face of climate change.

For more information, visit
www.chicagowilderness.org.



FRONT COVER: Swamp Milkweed Leaf Beetles look like overgrown ladybugs. The colors, similar to a Monarch butterfly, warn potential predators of their toxicity. © Carol Freeman
BACK COVER: Culver’s root (Veronicastrum virginicum) is easily identified by its whorls of toothed leaves and its candelabra-like spikes of flowers. © Carol Freeman
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